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At last, after half an hour, four rodents were taken
in their holes. They were similar to their European
brethren, and are commonly known by the name of
American rabbits.
This produce of the chase was brought back to Granite
House, and figured at the evening repast The tenants of
the warren were not at all to be despised, for they were
delicious. It was a valuable resource of the colony, and it
appeared to be inexhaustible.
On the 3 ist of May the partitions were finished. The
rooms had now only to be furnished, and this would be
work for the long winter days. A chimney was established
in the first room, which served as a kitchen. The pipe
destined to conduct the smoke outside gave some trouble
to these amateur bricklayers. It appeared simplest to
Harding to make it of brick clay; as creating an outlet for
it to the upper plateau was not to be thought of, a hole
was pierced in the granite above the window of the kitchen,
and the pipe met it like that of an iron stove. Perhaps
the winds which blew directly against the fa9ade would
make the chimney smoke, but these winds were rare, and
besides, Master Neb, the cook, was not so very particular
about that
When these interior arrangements were finished, the
engineer occupied himself in blocking up the outlet by the
lake, so as to prevent any access by that way* Masses ol